Ten Principles of Effective Instruction

In this Awmerican Educator article, University of Chicago/Utrbana-
Champaign emeritus professor Barak Rosenshine lists ten principles of
classroom instruction based on research in cognitive science, research on the
classroom practices of highly effective teachers, and research on cognitive
supports to help students learn complex tasks.

* Begin a lesson with a short review of previous learning. Daily review
can strengthen previous learning and can lead to fluent recall.

* Present new material in small steps with student practice after each
step. Teach only small amounts of new material at any time, and then help
students as they work with this material

* Ask a large number of questions and check the responses of all
students. Questions help students practice new information and connect new
material to their prior learning

* Provide models. Providing students with models and worked examples
can help them learn to solve problems faster

* Guide student practice. Successful teachers spend more time guiding
students’ practice of new material

* Check for student understanding. Monitoring student learning at each
point can help them grasp the material with fewer errors

* Get a high success rate. It is important for students to be operating at a
level of proficiency before the teacher moves on.

* Provide scaffolds for difficult tasks. The teacher gives students with
temporary supports to help them when they learn difficult tasks.

* Require and monitor independent practice. Students need extensive,
successful, independent practice in order for skills and knowledge to become
automatic.

* Engage students in weekly and monthly review. Students need to come back
to learned material to develop well-connected and automatic knowledge.

“Principles of Instruction: Research-Based Strategies That All Teachers Should
Know” by Barak Rosenshine in Awmerican Educator, Spring 2012 (Vol. 36, #1, p.
12-19, 39),



